


On  December  1,  2025,  the  Nigerian  Upstream Petroleum Regulatory Commission (“NUPRC" or the "Commission") officially commenced its third licensing round under the Petroleum Industry Act ("PIA") 2021 regime, the Nigeria 2025 Licensing Round  ( the   “L icens ing  Round”) .   Upon commencement,  the  Commission  launched  the Nigeria  2025  Licensing  Round  Portal  and published  a  comprehensive  Licensing  Round Package comprising the Licensing Round Plan, the Licensing  Round  Guidelines  (the  “Guidelines”) and  accompanying  explanatory  notes,  detailed a c reage   in fo rmat ion ,   p requa l ifica t i on requirements,  and  other  relevant  materials relating to the round.

 Prior to the enactment of the PIA 2021, Nigeria conducted upstream licensing rounds under the Petroleum Act regime between 1990 and 2007. Under the PIA regime, NUPRC first launched a Mini‑Bid Round in 2022 for seven (7) deep offshore blocks, followed by the 2024 Licensing Round offering seventeen (17) blocks, including twelve (12) new greenfield blocks and the deep offshore blocks carried over from 2022.Paragraph 1.2, Nigeria 2025 Licensing Round Guidelines.

https://br2025.nuprc.gov.ng/
https://topeadebayolp.com/nigeria-2025-licensing-round/
https://topeadebayolp.com/nigeria-2025-licensing-round/


A  consortium  may  participate  in  the  bidding process  provided  that  it  submits  a  Consortium Agreement which designates a Lead Member and clearly define the roles and responsibilities of each consortium member, grants a Power of Attorney in favour  of  its  representative  authorising  such representative to act on behalf of the consortium in  connection with  the bid,  and designates one member  as  the  Operator  with  a  minimum participating interest of 30% in the consortium. 

the Commission has

Schedule B, Ibid.Paragraph 2.2, Ibid.Paragraph 13, Ibid.Paragraph 11.2, Ibid. (Kindly note the deadline may be extended by the Commission at its discretion Paragraph 8.4)Paragraph 6.1 & 6.2, Ibid.



A” session,  sought clarification on  the Licensing Round process and requirements.

In addition, pre‑qualified applicants may, at any time  after  pre‑qualification  and  prior  to  the submission of  the  commercial bid, apply  to  the Commission  for  approval  to  form a  consortium with one or more other pre‑qualified applicants.At this stage, all applicants are required to pay a registration fee of USD 10,000 (which applies to all  terrains)  and  submit  prescribed  pre‑qualification documents in line with the financial, technical, legal, Health, Safety, & Environmental (HSE) and safety and environmental performance thresholds.  The  Commission  has  scheduled  the notice and publication of prequalified applicants for March 16, 2026.
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The Commission is required to establish a Virtual Data Room (“VDR”) and/or Physical Data Room (“PDR”),  to  provide  Bidders  with  certain geological,  geophysical,  operational,  and  well‑related  information  about  the  available  blocks, solely  to assist Bidders  in evaluating  the blocks offered in the Licensing Round.  However, access  to  the  data  room,  is  subject  to  payment  of applicable fees, data purchase requirements  and  confidentiality obligations. This access can only be granted to a maximum of six (6) representatives of a Bidder per session.
Schedule F, Ibid. Paragraph 12, Ibid. (The Commission provides for the requirements in the Nigeria 2025 Petroleum Licensing Round Pre‑Qualification Criteria. https꞉//br2025.nuprc.gov.ng/media/euzjibg3/prequalification‑criteria.pdf ) Schedule A, Ibid. Paragraph 5, Ibid. Paragraph 7, Ibid.  The data prying fee is optional and set at USD 10,000, while the data leasing fee is mandatory and fixed at USD 25,000. Paragraph 7.3 & 7.6, Ibid. Paragraph 7.8 & 7.9, Ibid. Paragraph 17, Ibid. Schedule A, Ibid. Paragraph 17.2(d) Ibid. Application and processing fee (per Bid submission) is set at USD 25,000 (applies to all terrains).  Paragraph 17.2 and 17.3, Ibid. Paragraph 17.5, Ibid. Paragraph 9.1, Ibid. 

https://br2025.nuprc.gov.ng/media/euzjibg3/prequalification-criteria.pdf
https://br2025.nuprc.gov.ng/media/euzjibg3/prequalification-criteria.pdf
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The Signature Bonus for each block is set within the range of USD 3,000,000 and USD 7,000,000 (the "Prescribed Range"). Bids submitted below or above this range will be deemed non‑compliant and will not be evaluated (Paragraph 16).Paragraph 17.7, Ibid.Paragraph 19.1, Ibid.Paragraph 19.2, Ibid.The Signature Bonus for each block is set within the range of USD 3,000,000 (minimum) and USD 7,000,000 (maximum) per block (the "Prescribed Range"). Bids submitted below or above this range will be deemed non‑compliant and will not be evaluated (Paragraph 16).Paragraph 20.1, Ibid.Paragraph 19.2(j), Ibid.272829
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